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Commission’s Call for Evidence on
European Strategy on Research and
Technology Infrastructures

The University Alliance Stockholm Trio is a partnership between Karolinska Institutet,
KTH Royal Institute of Technology, and Stockholm University. Together, we
complement each other in education and research, covering a broad spectrum of
disciplines—from medicine, technology, and natural sciences to law, social sciences,
and humanities. This collaboration creates one of the world’s most dynamic
academic environments, attracting international partnerships, leading researchers,
and students worldwide. The close proximity of our main campuses further
strengthens our ability to collaborate effectively. Competence, curiosity, and
innovation are at the core of our mission.

The University Alliance Stockholm Trio strongly supports a reinforced EU strategy for
research and technology infrastructures (RTIls). These infrastructures are vital
enablers of scientific excellence, innovation, and industrial competitiveness, and
form a cornerstone of Europe’s strategic autonomy. Europe’s RTI ecosystem is
world-class, but continued leadership requires increased and coordinated
investment, as highlighted in the Draghi, Letta, and Heitor reports. To meet growing
global competition and seize opportunities from emerging technologies, the EU must
act swiftly.

As Sweden'’s leading universities, with deep engagement in major national and
European RTls and strategic research initiatives, we would like to underline the
following priorities:

Excellence must remain the guiding principle

While regional balance and cohesion are important, the European strategy must continue to
uphold scientific and technological excellence as the cornerstone of RTI development and
investment. Governance structures and access models should be designed to reinforce
excellence and global competitiveness. In addition, research infrastructures play a critical role
in education and training, especially at the graduate and doctoral levels. The European
strategy should recognise infrastructures not only as research assets, but as key platforms
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for upskilling, talent development and researcher mobility. This also supports regional
capacity-building and contributes to a strong European Research Area (ERA).

Long-term funding and access mechanisms

Sustainable operation of research and technology infrastructures requires more predictable
and long-term funding. The current patchwork of funding instruments creates uncertainty,
restricts access, and hinders the alignment of infrastructure services with EUs strategic
objectives. A long-term approach to both core funding and transnational access is needed. In
addition, the future competitiveness of the European RTI ecosystem depends on its ability to
support cross-sectoral, interdisciplinary environments. Data-driven research in the life
sciences relies heavily on robust e-infrastructure to store, process, and analyze large
volumes of complex biological data. This digital backbone enables high-performance
computing, secure data sharing, and real-time collaboration across European research
communities. Moreover, as Al continues to revolutionise research, investments in Al-enabled
and Al-for-science pan-European infrastructures must be better acknowledged for Europe to
stay at the global frontier.

Universities must have a central role

Universities such as Karolinska Institutet, KTH Royal Institute of Technology, and Stockholm
University maintain, operate and co-develop the majority of Europe’s research infrastructures
and are essential actors in maintaining quality, talent, and long-term institutional commitment.
Their public mandate, academic openness, and focus on training the next generation of
researchers make them particularly well suited to host and manage these infrastructures,
ensuring open access, long-term availability, and competence development for future RTI
needs. They must therefore be central to strategic decision-making and priority-setting
processes, both at national and European levels.

Universities also combine excellence in fundamental and applied research and play multiple
roles in the infrastructure landscape — as users, hosts, developers, and partners. They
ensure infrastructures serve diverse purposes, act as stable anchors in the system, and help
reduce the risk of a fragmented and hard-to-navigate landscape. To maximise impact, the
continuum between research and technology infrastructures must be reinforced. What
matters is not the type of facility, but its purpose. Access models — including funding, IP, and
usage — should be flexible, fit for diverse users, and aligned with EU strategic goals.

Strengthening links with industry, especially SMEs and the public sector

The University Alliance Stockholm Trio supports stronger cooperation between university-led
research infrastructures and industry, in particular SMEs and innovation ecosystems. Existing
Swedish instruments such as innovation vouchers (e.g. Vinnova’s “Innovationscheckar”),

which aim to stimulate collaboration around skills development and industrial use of research
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infrastructures, could be scaled up at European level and connected to research
infrastructures.

Additionally, location-specific data collected by research stations and other platforms such as
research vessels and aircrafts provide a vital scientific foundation for evidence-based
policymaking, which could be used more strategically by the public sector to design effective
strategies for conservation, climate adaptation, and sustainable resource management.
Therefore, sustained funding for such infrastructures is crucial, as they play an essential role
in gathering long-term environmental and ecological data needed to understand complex
natural systems and track changes over time.

In summary:

Looking ahead to FP10, it is essential that research and technology infrastructures remain a
central pillar of the next framework programme. A future-proof RTI strategy must be fully
integrated into the design of FP10, with dedicated instruments for long-term investment,
access, and coordination. This includes targeted support for Al-driven and interdisciplinary
infrastructures, stronger links with education and skills initiatives, and effective collaboration
with industry and public actors. Ensuring that universities retain a central role in shaping and
operating these infrastructures will be key to delivering excellence, impact, and European
competitiveness.
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